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READ Act: Improving Outcomes of Students With Dyslexia and Others That Struggle
With Reading
WASHINGTON, DC –The Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates, Inc. (COPAA) in support of the
Research Excellence and Advancements for Dyslexia (READ) Act released the following statement:
“Teaching students to read is, without a doubt, the single most important thing schools can do to for students
and reading enables lifelong learning and participation,” stated Denise Marshall, COPAA’s executive
director. “Yet school districts often fail, and even refuse, to teach many students decoding, comprehension,
or both. The READ Act is intended to address these problems by focusing research and dissemination efforts
on best practice to support students with dyslexia, which will help all students who struggle to read.”





Currently, there are 2.4 million students who have specific learning disabilities (e.g. dyslexia) and
receive special education services provided by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of
2004 (IDEA). These students represent over 40% of the students eligible for special education
nationally.i
The vast majority of students with specific learning disabilities spend more than 80% of their school
day in the general education classroom.ii
In 2010, only 52% of Black students with disabilities graduated with a diploma as compared to 71%
of White students with disabilitiesiii and 81% of the nation’s general student population.iv

Marshall concluded, “We know that too many teachers do not receive adequate preparation or professional
development in how to identify reading issues and provide effective intervention and there are very few
programs available that can provide this type of instruction to scale. If this legislation actually serves its
intended purpose, it will benefit and serve all struggling readers - including students identified with
disabilities other than dyslexia, any struggling reader. The research is very clear that the direct, explicit,
systematic reading instruction that dyslexic children require is the same type of instruction used to improve
reading for any struggling reader. Most importantly, we thank Chairman Smith for his leadership on the
issue. This bill makes an important step toward providing programs that would benefit the literacy of all
students who struggle to read.”
###

To learn more about COPAA visit www.coppa.org
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