
$200,000 $750,000

Chairman Brian Babin science.house.gov119th Congress

7
BILLS THROUGH

THE HOUSE

13 
OVERSIGHT

LETTERS

15 
HEARINGS

1 
BILL SIGNED
INTO LAW 

SPONSOR: REP.  BRIAN BABIN (R-TX)
COSPONSOR: REP. ZOE LOFGREN (D-CA)

The FOG Forecasting Act requires NOAA to initiate a targeted project to strengthen forecasts of
coastal marine fog, a frequent and costly maritime hazard. The legislation aims to expand marine-
based observations (including buoys, unmanned systems, and remote sensing), improve forecast
accuracy and resolution, and enhance how fog advisories are communicated to decision-makers. 

The goal is to reduce the safety risks and economic toll of severe fog events on ports and coastal
communities, particularly at strategic hubs like Port Houston. The bill also promotes stakeholder
input from public, private, and tribal entities to ensure the forecasting improvements meet real-
world needs. This legislation is a House companion bill to S.1278, sponsored by Senator Ted Cruz (R-
TX) and cosponsored by Senator Alex Padilla (D-CA).

Summary:

Background:

Directs NOAA to improve coastal marine fog forecasting to enhance maritime safety, protect critical
infrastructure, and reduce the economic impact of port disruptions caused by severe fog events.

H.R. 3705, the Fog Observations and
Geographic (FOG) Forecasting Act

In early 2025, Port Houston suffered massive delays due to dense fog, leading to billions in
economic losses and a 29% drop in channel availability, compared to just 2.5% the prior year.

Over 70% of vessel collisions occur during fog conditions. Delays in visibility forecasts prevent
timely decision-making and increase the risk of maritime accidents.

Ports like Houston are not only economic engines, they are also critical to supply chain stability
and national resilience. Better forecasting protects infrastructure and reduces reliance on
emergency interventions.

NOAA can build on existing tools, like oceanographic observation systems and satellite
imagery, without creating new bureaucracies. This bill supports targeted modernization, not
bloated spending.

The legislation also encourages collaboration with commercial and academic partners to ensure
innovative, cost-effective implementation while avoiding duplicative efforts.


