
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 18, 2025 

President Domenico Grasso 
University of Michigan 
500 S State St.  
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 

Dear President Grasso, 

Earlier this year, after receiving a letter from the Select Committee on the Strategic 
Competition between the United States and the Chinese Communist Party (Select Committee), 
the University of Michigan (UM) announced it would be closing its joint institute with Shanghai 
Jiao Tong University.1 That letter outlined how the joint institute was a risk to national security 
and the federally funded research being done by UM faculty and staff. We are grateful to the 
university for heeding the recommendation to close the institute. Unfortunately, your university’s 
research security challenges with respect to the People’s Republic of China (PRC) were not 
entirely solved with that decision. 

We are deeply alarmed about recent reports and related criminal charges involving 
Chinese nationals with direct ties to the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) allegedly smuggling 
dangerous biological materials into the United States for use at UM laboratories. On June 2, 
2025, the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) charged Yunqing Jian and Zunyong Liu, both 
citizens of the PRC, with conspiracy, smuggling goods into the United States, making false 
statements, and visa fraud.2 Just five days later, on June 8, 2025, authorities arrested Chengxuan 
Han for smuggling biological materials into the U.S. and making false statements to border 
officials,3 exposing a troubling pattern of apparent criminal activity within a single week. The 
Select Committee previously revealed that a PRC national ran an illegal biolab in California 
filled with thousands of unlabeled pathogen samples and containing a freezer labeled “Ebola,” a 
CDC-designated Select Agent—highlighting a broader pattern of concerning PRC biological 
activities.4  

The Committees found that Jian and Liu conducted research under the supervision of, or 
in concert with, UM professors funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the 
National Science Foundation (NSF). It is our position that Chinese researchers tied to the PRC 
defense research and industrial base have no business participating in U.S. taxpayer-funded 
research with clear national security implications—especially those related to dangerous 
biological materials. 

According to public reports, Jian and Liu attempted to smuggle a fungus identified as a 
potential agroterrorism agent.5 This toxic fungus, Fusarium graminearum, causes “head blight,” 
a disease that affects wheat, barley, maize, and rice, resulting in billions of dollars in worldwide 
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agricultural losses annually.6 The toxins it produces can cause vomiting, liver damage, and 
reproductive harm in both humans and livestock.7 According to the DOJ, a WeChat conversation 
shows Liu instructing Jian on how to smuggle the fungus.8 Liu later admitted to investigators that 
he planned to conduct research experiments in the same UM laboratory as Jian.9 

Jian worked as a postdoctoral fellow in UM’s Molecular Plant-Microbe Interaction 
Laboratory, led by Professors Ping He and Libo Shan.10 She joined the lab in August 2022 after 
completing two years of postdoctoral research at Zhejiang University11—a university co-
administered by China’s State Administration for Science, Technology, and Industry for 
National Defense (SASTIND), which supports China’s military-civil fusion and defense 
modernization goals.12 According to an October 2023 publication, Jian was affiliated with the 
State Key Laboratory of Rice Biology and the Key Laboratory of Molecular Biology of Crop 
Pathogens and Insects at Zhejiang University.13 She received PRC government funding for a 
postdoctoral position at Zhejiang University from July 1, 2022, to June 30, 2024, a period that 
overlapped with her postdoctoral appointments at Texas A&M and UM.14 The CCP recognized 
Jian as an Outstanding Graduate Student for both her scientific achievements and Party 
membership.15 

Zunyong Liu—the alleged partner and co-conspirator of Jian—co-authored publications 
with Shan and He16 and was listed as a postdoctoral fellow in their lab at UM as of April 2024,17 
three months before his blocked entry by U.S. Customs and Border Protection for attempting to 
smuggle an undeclared biological material.18 Liu’s most recent co-authored publications with 
Shan appeared in November and December 2024, where he listed UM as his institutional 
affiliation.19 Similar to Jian, records show Liu was also affiliated with the State Key Laboratory 
of Rice Biology and the Key Laboratory of Molecular Biology of Crop Pathogens and Insects at 
Zhejiang University.20 Liu is now listed as a “Hundred Talents Program” researcher on Zhejiang 
University’s website.21 The Hundred Talents Program is a Chinese government-sponsored talent 
recruitment initiative that, according to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, “focuses on 
attracting a younger talent pool” of individuals who “demonstrate internationally-recognized 
expertise.”22 Liu has benefited from several streams of PRC funding, including 973 Program 
support in 2015,23 a China Postdoctoral Science Foundation grant in 2017,24 and Zhejiang 
government funding in 2025 to continue his Fusarium research.25 

According to NIH and NSF records, UM professors Shan and He have received over $9.6 
million in U.S. government funding since 2010,26 including multiple active grants from both 
agencies.27 Several of these federally-funded projects supported publications co-authored by Jian 
and Liu.28 Additionally, according to a 2019 publication that cited NSF and NIH as funding 
sources, both Professors Shan and He appear to have maintained dual affiliations with China 
Agricultural University, while simultaneously holding positions at Texas A&M University.29  

These concerning patterns of CCP-affiliated researchers at UM extend beyond the Jian 
and Liu case. On June 8, 2025, U.S. authorities arrested Chengxuan Han for smuggling 
biological materials into the U.S. and making false statements to border officials.30 According to 
the FBI complaint, Han sent four packages containing concealed roundworm specimens from 
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China to recipients at UM.31 Han serves as Party Secretary of the Second Graduate Student Party 
Branch in Biological Sciences at Huazhong University of Science and Technology (HUST) and 
was named a university-level “Red Model” in 2020—an award the CCP grants to exemplary 
Party-aligned students.32 Like Zhejiang University, HUST is co-administered by SASTIND and 
maintains ties to China’s defense industrial base,33 including direct recruitment pipelines for 
components of the People’s Liberation Army.34 

In order to ensure that American citizens are the sole beneficiaries of government-funded 
research, and to protect against waste, fraud, and abuse, the award of NIH and NSF research 
funding requires strict compliance with federal research security laws and regulations. President 
Trump’s 2021 National Security Presidential Memorandum 33 (NSPM-33) requires that agencies 
and research universities collaborate to develop research security programs and share 
information about individuals whose behavior poses a risk to research security.35 While 
compliance with NSPM-33 would broadly enhance research security, full compliance has proved 
difficult, as the Biden Administration’s Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) missed 
the congressionally mandated deadline for implementing guidance. The final guidance was 
issued in July 2024, which delayed timely implementation by institutions of higher education.36  

Building off of this progress, as part of the NDAA for Fiscal Year 2021, Congress moved 
to standardize disclosure policies by mandating that each federal agency require individuals 
applying for federal R&D funding to disclose all current and pending research support during the 
application process.37 In 2023 NSF updated its Proposal and Award Policies and Procedures 
Guide to include requirements for institutions of higher education to disclose current financial 
support of $50,000 or more from a foreign source, directly or indirectly.38 

Further, the CHIPS and Science Act of 2022 included several research security 
provisions. Title IV prohibits all federally funded research grantees from being a member of a 
malign foreign talent program or participating in similar activities.39 This includes requiring all 
researchers working on federally funded research projects to disclose any participation in foreign 
talent recruitment programs.40 Under Title IV, federal research agencies have the authority to 
require the submission of additional supporting documentation and the authority to act on 
findings that identify undue foreign influence or grant fraud.41 Additionally, Title IV requires all 
federally funded grantees to take annual training on research policies and foreign threats.42 

Given the recent criminal charges within the span of a week, the Committees have 
respectfully urged the NIH and NSF to initiate a full review of any grants related to these 
incidents. To support this effort, we request that UM produce all documents and records of any 
due diligence, investigations, or other reviews—conducted by or on behalf of UM—concerning 
conflicts of interest or commitment involving any UM faculty, researchers, or individuals 
granted access to UM facilities. Additionally, please provide documents and information 
sufficient to answer the following questions no later than July 2, 2025: 

1. How are you preventing unauthorized access to labs, including unauthorized access 
granted by a party that has authorized access? Please provide all documentation related to 
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approved access to laboratory equipment and spaces, including records of issuance of 
keys or access codes, access approval documentation, or any mandatory lab safety or 
training certificates for the laboratory spaces utilized by Professor He, Professor Shan, 
Liu, Jian, and Han.  

2. Were Liu, Jian, and Han listed as covered individuals on any disclosure forms or grant 
proposal documents certified by UM and submitted to either NSF or NIH? Please provide 
all documents and disclosure forms for grants supporting research conducted by 
Professors He and Shan. 

3. How often has UM updated disclosures requirements or attestations for active awards 
funded by NSF and NIH? 

4. Does UM share due diligence reports on faculty with federal agencies? If so, how? 
5. Does UM have any knowledge about whether or why Professor Shan, Professor He, or 

any other UM faculty asked visiting researchers to obtain biohazardous materials? Does 
UM require documentation or approval to bring biohazardous material onto campus? 

6. What safeguards does UM have in place with regards to visiting researchers, like Han, 
who fall outside of the scope of required research security disclosures? 

7. Did any intellectual property derive from research conducted by Professors He and Shan 
at UM? 

8. Does UM conduct compliance, monitoring, and additional due diligence on faculty 
during their employment? 

9. Does UM have the necessary language support capabilities when conducting due 
diligence? Much of the information that shows ties, affiliations, grants, contracts, awards, 
etc., are in the Chinese vernacular and necessary to uncover when conducting due 
diligence. 

10. Please conduct a full review of Professors He and Shan’s activities in relation to 
university policies and federal grant requirements. 

11. What research did Professors He and Shan conduct at UM? Please provide all foreign 
gifts and contracts documentation associated with Professors He and Shan.  

12. Could any of the awards to UM Professors He and Shan be used to develop bioweapons 
capabilities?  

13. What steps are being taken to ensure fundamental research at UM is not being utilized to 
create bioweapons? 

14. Did any federal awards pay for any travel expenses or accommodations, including 
stipends, for Yunqing Jian and Zunyong Liu? If yes, to where? 

15. Did Professors Shan and He travel to China during the period of performance of their 
grants while Yunqing Jian and Zunyong Liu worked with them?  

16. Did UM know that Professors He and Shan had dual affiliations in the past or 
investigated whether they still had dual affiliations for more recent grants? 

17. How are dual appointments handled at UM—particularly if they are with a non-U.S. 
institution such as China?  

18. What are the consequences at UM of incomplete or incorrect disclosures by faculty 
regarding foreign relationships?  

19. Does UM coordinate with federal agencies regarding faculty foreign relationships or 
potential security concerns? 
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20. What steps are you taking to protect UM research from the PRC’s targeting of foreign 
expertise, technology, and ‘know-how’ in support of its national technology, economic, 
and military goals? 

21. Has UM established a research security program office that meets the requirements 
outlined in July 2024 memorandum titled Guidelines for Research Security Programs at 
Covered Institutions? 

22. Did the previous administration’s delay in releasing the congressionally-mandated 
guidance prevent UM from instituting policies that would have prevented the research 
security incidents described above?  

23. Was UM contacted by members of the U.S. Intelligence Community (IC) regarding 
potential threats to its research facilities? 

24. How often does the IC share information about threats with UM? 

House Resolution 5 delegates to the Select Committee broad authority to investigate and 
submit policy recommendations on countering the economic, technological, security, and 
ideological threats of the Chinese Communist Party to the United States and allies and partners 
of the United States.43 Under House Rule X, the Committee on Education and Workforce 
(Committee) has legislative and oversight jurisdiction over “education or labor generally.”44 
Under House Rule X, the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology has legislative and 
oversight authority of scientific research, development, and demonstration projects as well as 
special oversight authority over all laws, programs, and Government activities relating to 
nonmilitary research and development. Upon receipt of this letter, please maintain and preserve 
all hard copy and electronic documents, including electronic communications, related to the 
subject matter of this letter. 

We appreciate your prompt attention to these concerns and request your immediate 
confirmation of receipt, followed by a full response no later than July 2, 2025. 

Sincerely, 

 
_______________________    _______________________ 
John Moolenaar     Brian Babin    
Chairman      Chairman    
Select Committee on the CCP    Committee on Science, Space, and                                        
       Technology 
 
 
_______________________    _______________________ 
Tim Walberg      Virginia Foxx 
Chairman      Member of Congress 
Committee on Education and Workforce  
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_______________________    _______________________ 
Dr. Neal Dunn      Jay Obernolte 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 

_______________________    _______________________ 
Gus Bilirakis      Elise Stefanik 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
_______________________    _______________________ 
Nathaniel Moran     Randy Weber 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
_______________________    _______________________ 
Rich McCormick     Glenn Grothman 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
_______________________    _______________________ 
Max Miller      Burgess Owens 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
_______________________    _______________________ 
Daniel Webster     Pat Harrigan 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
_______________________    _______________________ 
Ashley Hinson      Michael Rulli 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
_______________________    _______________________ 
Vince Fong      Claudia Tenney 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
_______________________    _______________________ 
Scott Franklin      Chuck Fleischmann 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
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_______________________    _______________________ 
Randy Fine      Mike Kennedy 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 

_______________________     
Mike Haridopolos 
Member of Congress 
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