










• FAA's Office of Commercial Space Transportation should be adequately funded at $21.6 million

to license and permit commercial launch or reentry activities without delay. The Office should

focus and prioritize its resources in order to execute these statutory responsibilities.

Department of Transportation Surface Transportation Research & Development 

• In December 2015, President Obama signed into law a five-year highway bill as P.L. 114-94.

Among its provisions, the law authorizes funding for two technology deployment programs that

cost $80 million annually to be paid partially from highway research programs that are

authorized at $225 million a year. This will result in a one-third cut to highway R&D,

effectively slashing future innovation in exchange for current infrastructure implementation.

While not opposing technology deployment, doing so at the expense of R&D funds, without

which there will be less transformational technology to deploy, is ill advised.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Science 

• EPA funding should be made contingent on the EPA Administrator requiring that all scientific

and technical information and data relied on to support a risk, exposure, or hazard assessment;

criteria document; standard; limitation; regulation; regulatory impact analysis; or guidance issued

by the EPA is made publicly available. This requirement is fully consistent with and would

enforce House-passed H.R. 1430, Chairman Smith's Honest and Open New EPA Science

Treatment (HONEST) Act.

Department of Homeland Security Science and Technology (DHS S&T) 

• R&D plays a critical role in supporting DHS' mission but the DHS S&T Directorate needs to be

reorganized and reformed to better and more quickly support DHS component efforts to detect,

prevent, mitigate, respond to, and recover from terrorist attacks. The DHS Domestic Nuclear

Detection Office combines R&D with acquisition and deployment in effectively carrying out its

mission to address nuclear terrorism. That model deserves serious consideration regarding

chemical, biological, explosives, cybersecurity, border security, and lone wolf threats.

U.S. Global Change Research Program (USGCRP) 

• The USGCRP is an interagency accounting of $2.8 billion of federal spending on climate change

research. Involving NASA, NSF, NOAA, NIST, DOE, EPA, and even USDA and the

Department oflnterior's U.S. Geological Survey, much is duplicative and poorly defined based

on the Science Committee's oversight of these agencies under its jurisdiction. Given this fiscal

irresponsibility, any funding that is part of the USGCRP should only be available contingent on a

finding by the administration that it is not duplicative or wasteful based on a government-wide

review of climate change research.
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