
January 22, 2016 

The Honorable Lamar Smith, Chairman  
The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson, Ranking Member  
The Honorable Randy Weber, Chairman Subcommittee on Energy 
The House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology 
 
Dear Chairman Smith, Ranking Member Johnson, Chairman Weber, and Senator Whitehouse, Senator 

Booker, and Senator Risch, 

On behalf of UPower Technologies, I am writing to commend your bipartisan leadership and foresight 

regarding the creation and passage of HR4084 and the Senate companion which compose the Nuclear 

Energy Innovation Capabilities Act (the Act). 

UPower Technologies, Inc., soon to become Oklo, Inc., is a funded advanced reactor startup based in 

Silicon Valley.  We believe that what is good for all advanced nuclear is what’s best for the individual 

companies as well, and in turn what is best for the industry is best for the nation.  Each entity in the 

advanced nuclear industry requires a high-functioning network of a diversity of companies, 

manufacturers, labs, suppliers, regulators, investors, and other expertise in order to thrive.  And the 

United States will require this home-grown industry to be an international leader in clean energy, to 

provide high-paying, long-term jobs, and to provide clean power in a safe and reliable manner.  Your 

commendable work on the Nuclear Innovation Capabilities Act will support these important US goals. 

The Act is a start to look critically at potential ways that the US government can be more efficient both 

in utilizing its vast, existing investments in infrastructure and expertise, and in removing unreasonable 

blocks to American innovation. 

The Act begins to lay out an important framework and focus for the Department of Energy (DOE) 

regarding advanced nuclear, especially regarding its relationship to industry.  While the DOE has many 

resources in place, such as a wealth of valuable advanced codes and computational resources, a 

congressional mandate to focus on making these resources more accessible, cost effective, and utilized 

could make both the DOE complex and the advanced reactor industry more vibrant. 

The Act also requires the DOE to consider locations for nuclear fueled advanced reactor testing.  It will 

be critical as this process proceeds to ensure that locations for implementations are not limited among 

the various potential DOE sites and that fees and contracting are in line with reasonable costs and not 

compensating for irrelevant or excessive overhead. 

The Act institutes a focus on having a fast reactor resource within the DOE complex.  It will be a valuable 

asset to both the DOE and the industry. 

The laudable goal of the Act is to streamline US technology development to commercialization.  As such, 

it will be critically important that the DOE work as seamlessly as possible with the Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission (NRC) as far as providing data and allowing for the licensing activities required for 

commercialization, so that there need not be a duplication of nuclear-fueled implementations—possibly 

an exorbitant cost for any startup to survive. 

The Act also asks the NRC for a report on timeline expectations for advanced reactor licensing.  From the 

perspective of current or future advanced nuclear startup companies, an official report on timelines 



creates better certainty for private investment.  This is potentially a very valuable provision to 

encourage private investment to further this relatively new US industry.  We also encourage continued 

dialog between the NRC, industry, and other stakeholders regarding how the regulatory process can 

benefit from significant advances in safety, further reducing uncertainty and accelerating deployment of 

safe, clean energy. 

In summary, we support HB4084 and the accompanying Senate bill.  We appreciate the focus it brings to 

key areas to utilize US investments and infrastructure to enhance US innovation in clean energy.  We 

also look forward to future legislation which may add appropriation and clarification of public-private 

contracting to further enable American innovation.   UPower Technologies stands ready to support 

these important advances in US energy leadership. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jacob DeWitte 

CEO and founder, UPower Technologies, Inc. (changing to Oklo, Inc) 

Sunnyvale, CA 

(650) 550-0127 


