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Good morning, esteemed members of the Subcommittee on Research and 

Technology. 

I am honored to be here and grateful to Congresswoman Stevens and her 

congressional colleagues for the invitation to testify today about Smart Mobility 

technology. 

My name is David Coulter. I am the county executive for Oakland County, 

Michigan which is home to Fiat-Chrysler Headquarters and Engineering Center, 

General Motors Proving Grounds, Nissan Research and Development Center, and 

hundreds of suppliers and other companies working on the development of Smart 

Mobility technologies. 

Oakland County is also home to 1.25 Million residents and 1.14 Million registered 

vehicles. 

That’s about 912 cars for every 1,000 residents which exceeds the average for the 

rest of the U.S. 

The Road Commission for Oakland County, which is a separate entity from county 

government, maintains the largest county road system in Michigan with 1,800 

traffic signals; 2,700 miles of county roads; and 90,000 road signs. 

In 1967, Oakland County had 6.8 deaths for every 100 million vehicle miles of 

travel. 

Fifty years later in 2017, that number was reduced to 0.53 deaths per 100 million 

vehicle miles traveled. 



Field Hearing: Smart Mobility: It’s a Community Issue 
Subcommittee on Research and Technology 

U.S. Rep. Haley Stevens 
Livonia City Hall, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia 

Friday, October 25, 2019 at 10 a.m. 
David Coulter, Oakland County Executive 

 
Testimony 

 

2 
 

That’s a huge improvement over five decades, but we still have a ways to go to 

prevent fatal and injury traffic crashes. 

The goal is to reduce, if not outright eliminate, traffic fatalities. 

Oakland County believes the solution lies in public-private partnerships that will 

enable cars to utilize Smart Mobility technology to talk to each other and the road 

infrastructure around them. 

Today, I’d like to give you a snapshot of how Oakland County is partnering with 

other governments, non-profits, and private industry to advance Smart Mobility 

development. 

Our biggest project to date involves P3 Mobility, a Toronto, Ontario-based 

company which was selected by Oakland County to develop a business plan for a 

connected vehicle infrastructure using Smart Mobility technology. 

The contract between Oakland County and P3 Mobility was signed on January 23, 

2019. 

Our partnership with P3 Mobility is launching a pilot to use Roadside Units placed 

at intersections to test both Smart Mobility technology and multiple revenue 

generating opportunities.   

Advanced safety technologies provide consumers with improved vehicle 

innovations that save lives. 

These new technologies can eliminate 94% of fatal crashes involving human error. 

If a successful business model can be developed, this will guide Oakland County in 

generating revenue to offset the costs of the deployment of connected vehicle 
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infrastructure to Oakland County’s 1,600 signalized intersections and create a 

safer road system.   

This pilot program has explored funding options with traditional infrastructure 

financing entities but has experienced resistance. 

We believe that resistance will continue until a state or federal vehicle safety 

mandate is established and/or the industry further advances Smart Mobility 

technology to make it more cost effective.   

There are other Smart Mobility projects occurring around Oakland County. 

The Michigan Department of Transportation is utilizing its modernization of I-75 

in Oakland County from 8 Mile Road to M-59 to install Smart Mobility technology 

infrastructure so cars can receive information about road conditions on the 

freeway on weather and road conditions, back-ups, and curve warnings ahead. 

It is worth noting that the auto companies will use this stretch of I-75 as a test bed 

for Smart Mobility technology. 

Another MDOT Smart Mobility project that runs through Oakland County worthy 

of mention is Roadside Units which will be placed up Woodward Avenue from 

downtown Detroit to Pontiac. 

These Roadside Units will make drivers aware of real-time traffic information, will 

perform green light prioritization to move more traffic through an intersection, 

and offer a safety message network which will alert drivers to traffic threats such 

as vehicles approaching an intersection at a high rate of speed. 
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Related Smart Mobility infrastructure projects by MDOT are also either underway 

or will be in the near future on major Oakland County roadways and freeways 

such as: 

Telegraph Road, M-59, I-696, I-96, among others. 

As you can see, Smart Mobility is of immeasurable value to Oakland County and 

its businesses and residents because it will improve traffic safety and quality of 

life and attract jobs by driving business development. 

Oakland County is proud to be on the leading edge of the development of Smart 

Technology. 

We will continue to work with our public, private, and non-profit partners to 

move Smart Mobility solutions forward. 



David Coulter is honored to serve as Oakland County’s third County Executive.  At this important 

juncture for our County, his inclusive style seeks to leverage the strength of county government and tap 

the broad diversity of our residents to open a new doorway for future progress.   

Dave brings a wealth of local government and executive experience.  He represented Southeast Oakland 

County on the Board of Commissioners from 2002-2010 where he was well-respected by colleagues on 

both sides of the aisle. While on the board, he was a member of the Finance committee which oversaw 

Oakland County’s balanced three-year budget and started an innovative program that provided health 

insurance to over 5,000 residents. 

He brought that experience with him to his service as Mayor of Ferndale. At his first meeting, Dave 

directed City staff to begin implementing multi-year budgeting. He also formed the Mayor’s Business 

Council in order to be more responsive to industrial and large businesses.  During his tenure, Ferndale 

improved their credit rating twice, lowered city taxes, reduced the industrial vacancy rate, invested in 

local roads, parks and parking accessibility in their thriving downtown. 

At the same time, Dave served as the Director of External Relations for the Children’s Foundation of 

Michigan, formerly the Children's Hospital of Michigan Foundation. Here he was able to focus on public 

policy and local efforts to improve the health of children and families through our region and state.  

Under his leadership the Foundation invested in abuse and neglect, nutritional wellness and cancer 

research. 

Dave also served as the Executive Director of the Michigan AIDS Fund which funded HIV prevention 

programs. Early in his career he was a Senior Public Affairs Officer for Michigan Consolidated Gas 

Company, a school teacher and a senior engineering draftsman. 

Mr. Coulter was raised in St. Clair Shores, Michigan where he attended St. Joan of Arc School. He 

graduated from Bishop Gallagher High School in Harper Woods, Michigan. He then earned a bachelor's 

degree from Michigan State University and an Executive Education Certificate from the John F. Kennedy 

School of Government at Harvard University.  
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